
 

Welcome to this online edition of EMS Updates.  The following online newsletter
replaces printed versions of EMS Updates and Lifeline Newsletters. To assure you and
your EMS agency is getting the latest updates go to www.emmco.org and register for
"Newsletter Sign Up". In addition to these online informational newsletters, EMMCO
West publishes updates on its Facebook Page.  Make sure to "Like Us" on Facebook
to get immediate breaking news from EMMCO West.

Lots of information to get to, SOOOOO lets get started by looking at the Educational
Opportunities this coming Fall in the EMMCO West region !

EMMCO West is pleased to announce its 2014 Fall Educational Program
announcements.  The following programs are being conducted by EMMCO West, Inc.
  ________________________________________________________________
                

EMS Instructor Course
October 24 - November 9, 2014
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EMMCO West Office
The EMS Instructor course prepares EMS
professionals in the knowledge and skills needed to
educate tomorrows EMS providers.  The 44 hour
course meets on weeknights and weekends in
October - November 2014.  Cost for the course is
$125 (textbook and course materials included) For
credit cards, register online, go to www.emmco.org
Click Events. For more online information click these
links

Program Advertisement
Program Application
Program Schedule  
Application Deadline is October 15, 2014

___________________________________________________________________________________

 

 
EMMCO West & Meadville Area Ambulance Service Present  
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8 hour NAEMT's  National EMS Safety Course 

Chris Dell -  Lead Instructor-Coordinator 
The EMS Safety Course consists of 8 modules designed to overview current issues
surrounding safety in EMS.  Case studies are used to highlight potential risks for EMS
professionals. The cost for the course is $40.00 and includes textbook and
lunch/breaks.  PA DOH con-ed credits are being sought for the program.   To register
online, go to www.emmco.org Events (credit card registration). For online brochure
click these links -

EMS Safety Conference Brochure
Application Deadline is Oct. 1, 2014

________________________________________________________
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Evaluator Course - EMMCO West Office
November 18 & 20, 2014 (6 - 10 PM)
Cost $ 10.00
 EMMCO West is conducting an 8 hour Evaluator Course for EMS providers who
desire to evaluate at state certification examinations.  The course prepares EMS
providers in observation and evaluation techniques used during psychomotor
evaluations.  The cost of the course is $10.00.  To use credit card registration online,
www.emmco.org Events. For online application form click on this link -

2014 Evaluator Course 
Application Deadline is Nov. 12, 2014

_________________________________________________________________

 

Sessions held at EMMCO West Office, Meadville, PA
Start 1830 (6:30 PM) Hours
TUITION FREE CON-ED
Register online, www.emmco.org Events
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START Triage
September 23, 2014 (Tuesday) 
The class is approved for 1.5 hours other core/ clinical

"The First 30 minutes"  2 night (must attend both nights)
September 30, 2014 (Tuesday) (2 Hours)
October 7, 2014 (Tuesday) (2 Hours)
The class is approved for 4 hours "other" credits
In "the first 30 minutes" of a multi-casualty incident, critical operational and logistical
decisions are made that impact the management of an incident.   
.

IUP Online Fall 2014 EMT Course
October 1, 2014 Orientation Session
Classes begins October 6, 2014
Ends in February 2015
(Limited enrollment to qualified candidates)

Indiana University of PA will conduct an online EMT course for
EMS personnel in Northwestern PA.  The online course is
supported with hands on educational sessions held at the
EMMCO West office, Meadville.  Hands on sessions are held
on weekends throughout the course.  Additional course
requirements include completion of online classes in ICS 100
& 700, Hazardous Materials, and 10 patient contacts at EMS
agencies.

Click below for program information
IUP Online EMT Course

EMS Scholarships are available for this course.  Go to www.emmco.org Education
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Page for program information.  Eligible candidates can have their EMS agencies
reimbursed up to $500 scholarships towards their tuition costs. in addition the initial
two NREMT written examination attempts/costs can be reimbursed to qualifying
candidates sponsored by an EMS agency.

By Chris Heile, Assistant Director
Most of us have been involved in discussions about
improving the image of EMS.  It sometimes seems an
unattainable goal but like everything else it is a work in
progress and is accomplished one patient, or other
opportunity, at a time.  Look for opportunities to shine, stay
on the high road and consider everything which may influence public opinion of your
EMS agency or Fire Department.
 
Early in my EMS career I was complaining about transporting a dialysis patient every
day.  A very wise paramedic and mentor, "Punk" Pifer, reminded me that this individual
had a real need and we were there to help her with that need.  That simple and
obvious statement really reshaped my view of the career I had chosen.  I am pretty
sure that the patient noticed a change in my demeanor after that.  In fact, one day she
mentioned that she always looked forward to her son coming over after work and
bringing her newspaper into the house for her to read.  From that day forward, I made
sure she had her newspaper when we walked through the door 3 days each week.  
Hopefully, these actions made a positive impression on this woman and her son, who
subsequently found out that the ambulance crew was getting the newspaper for his
mother.
 
Recently there was a case where a crew who, at the patient's insistence, transported
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the patient to a facility which may not have been the best choice.  The crew and
patient were met by a physician and staff who said some things which were not very
professional.  As difficult as it may be, the EMS crew's best course of action is to
remain calm and professional, and not go down the road of exchanging barbs.  That
scenario sets the EMS crew up as the true professionals to the patient and family. 
 
Creating a welcoming and professional image, in my opinion, could significantly help
with our recruiting efforts.  I have written this in a newsletter once before and it is worth
mentioning again, and frankly, if I offend anyone, too bad.  I pulled into a fire station
one evening some years back.  The thing that caught my attention was the number of
pickup trucks with male anatomy parts hanging from the bumper. Now, let me ask.  If
your agency spent thousands of dollars on a recruiting program and some retired
school teacher decides to come to the station on drill night with the intention of joining
the department, what are the chances that person even pulls into the parking lot?
Come on people, think!  The same holds true for bumper stickers or posts on
Facebook like "EMTs and Paramedics are here to save your ass, not kiss it".  Really? 
What does that accomplish?
 
Some of us are our own worst enemies when it comes to public impressions of EMS.
Those of you who are doing the right thing need to continue to police yourselves and
work within your organizations to ensure that we're taking every opportunity to shine.   
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The majority of the regulations of the current EMS System Act became effective on
04/10/2014. As a result paramedic's now have an expiration date on their certification
cards.   You can view your continuing education record at
 https://ems.health.state.pa.us/emsportal  
 
A Paramedic or higher certification whose certification is currently registered and who
elects to qualify for biennial registration of the certification by fulfilling continuing
education requirements shall, prior to the expiration of the 2-year period, successfully
complete the following:

Effective with the registration period beginning January 1, 2014, 36 credits in
instruction in subjects related to the scope of practice as set forth in § 1023.27
(a) and (d) and which have been approved by the Department for continuing
education credit. At least 27 of the credits shall be in clinical patient care
(formally Medical/Trauma) and other core continuing education courses
beginning with the first full registration period following the initial registration
period.

Any practitioner that has a registration period of less than 2 years will have their
continuing education prorated.
 
Prorated Continuing Education Requirements For ALS Practitioners
 
Certification Expiration Clinical Patient Care CE
01/01/2016 or greater 27 hours
10/01/2015 24.5 hours
07/01/2015 21 hours
04/01/2015 16 hours
01/01/2015 13.5 hours
1 month 0.5 hour
 
AND

A CPR course (Healthcare Provider Level) completed or taught biennially. (A list
of acceptable CPR classes can be found on EMMCO West's website,

EMS Updates Summer 2014 Edition https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=11181293672...

8 of 16 8/20/2014 11:59 AM



www.emmco.org, under the education tab.

An EMS Provider who does not secure a new registration before their registration
expires, may secure a new registration within 2 years after the registration expires by
completing a registration form and they have passed the written National Registry ALS
Assessment Examination, as well as, the clinical patient care and other core continuing
education requirements that would have been needed to timely secure the registration
by satisfying the continuing education requirements.
 
An EMS practitioner who does not secure a new registration before a registration
expires, may secure a new registration more 2 years after the registration expires by
completing a registration form has passed both the written and practical skills
certification examinations and the clinical patient care and other core continuing
education requirements for each certification that was missed.
 
 

EMS System Act - Recent
Happenings
Implementation of the EMS System Act
results in updates to EMS system
processes

Over the past several months, Pennsylvania
Department of Health, Bureau of EMS has
been implementing provisions of the EMS
System Act. Although not inclusive, the
following are some of the significant provisions
that have been enacted-

Paramedics & PHRNs now have
expiration dates
AEMT and higher level certifications
must be credentialed by the ALS EMS
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Revised Transfer of Care Forms are available
at  EMMCO West

Agency Medical Director on an annual
basis. Knowledge and skill competencies
are to be evaluated for each AEMT or >
provider.
July 9, 2014 EMS Vehicle Operators (EMSVO) registration took effect. Anyone
operating an EMS vehicle must have an EMSVO registration.
EMSVO Continuing Education programming, developed by VFIS, is now
available for every licensed EMS agency.  EMS agencies can pick up the
EMSVO materials at the EMMCO West office.
July 9, 2014 EMS Agency Dispatching Centers are to be using the same EMD
protocols as the county public safety answering point (PSAP).
EMS agencies that cannot provide 24 hour, 7 day-a-week EMS system response
are to participate in a countywide or broader level EMS response plan. The plan
is to be approved by the PA Department of Health.
Revised Transfer of Care forms are to be used by QRS and EMS agencies. 
EMS crews transporting patients to an Emergency Department are required to
provide an oral and written transfer of care report to the ED staff. EMMCO West
has reproduced Transfer of Care (TOC) forms.  EMS agencies can pick them up
at the EMMCO West office.
EMS crews have 72 hours to complete a patient care report (PCR) and provide a
copy of the PCR, to the hospital at which the patient was transported.
EMS con-ed credits now are identified as core, clinical care, or other. EMS
practitioners are encouraged to login to the PA Department of Health EMS Portal
and print off their con-ed record.  Go to www.emmco.org and click on the EMS
portal logo.  
AEMT courses can be conducted and AEMTs can be certified in PA.

In the previous article it was discussed what will happen if a practitioner does not have
enough con-ed to re-register their current certification. But what happens if you would
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choose to leave the EMS profession altogether?  
 
Want a recommendation? Do not allow your EMS certification to expire!
 
Prior to, or upon the expiration date of the registration period, a provider may choose
to transition to a lower level EMS provider certification than the current certification
level (i.e. Paramedic to EMT is a common transition). The provider would still need to
satisfy the requirements for registration of that lower level certification. If they satisfy
the registration requirements for that lower level, the Department will issue a
certification at that level, which will be deemed registered for 3 years or 2 years,
depending upon the level of certification.
 
When providing EMS, a provider who transitions to a lower level certification may not
display a higher level insignia, patch, registration card or other indications of higher
EMS provider level. An EMS provider who transitions to a lower level certification may
later renew registration of the EMS provider's certification at the higher level by
satisfying the requirements for that certification level.
 
Remember, it is important to maintain good records of your EMS certification and
continuing education courses to prevent a lapse in your EMS certification. An expired
registration will require at a minimum of a written exam to reinstate the certification. As
always, please contact EMMCO West if there are any questions regarding the new
regulations and/or provider certification issues.
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The EMS Appreciation dinner was held on May 15, 2014 at the Conneaut Lake Station
#3 Banquet facility. Many awards were presented including the annual awards from
EMMCO West. A special thank you to the Charles P. Leach Agency for sponsoring the
awards again this year.
 
Helen Allen of the Springboro Volunteer Fire Department was selected as the 2014
Volunteer of the Year. Helen has been in the EMS field for over thirty years. She is
known for being very professional and uses good judgment in patient care. In addition
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to being an EMT, she is also a CPR instructor. Helen has served many roles over the
years for her agency but one thing always remains the same, she is there to serve her
community and provide the excellent service that they have been accustom.
 
Doug Johnson of the Albion Volunteer Fire Department received the Mentor of Year
award. He has been with AVFD since 1999. Doug is always willing to help the newer
people in his agency. He is described as a very patient person and answers all of their
inquisitive questions. Doug is always helping his fellow members feel confident in their
skills.
 
Bryan Jones (Shown in picture above)of Superior Ambulance received the EMS
Achievement Award. Bryan started his EMS Career in 1988, taking an EMT course in
Erie. He then continued into the Paramedic program, completing that in 1992. Since
that time, Bryan worked in New York until he and his family came back to Pennsylvania
and he accepted a position at Superior Ambulance. Bryan is known for willingness to
go above and beyond the call of duty without question. He is a strong mentor to his
colleagues, both new and old. He is always seeking ways to make the EMS delivery
system better.
 
Congratulations to all of the award winners!

What the heck is OTIS?  Well OTIS is an
acronym for Operational Team Incident
Stabilization truck.  The new truck is the first-
out-the-door response vehicle to respond to
emergency preparedness events.  

 
OTIS is designed to support training and emergency preparedness operations. 
EMMCO West, Inc. purchased the new truck to supplement its existing towing
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vehicles, which are needed to transport the preparedness trailer systems.   
 
 
 
     
 

 
It seems like every time you watch the news there is a new
communicable disease that is being discussed. So why does it
seem like there are so many new diseases and what can we
do to protect ourselves.
 
Let's start with why there are so many "new" diseases for us to
worry about. Communicable diseases have been around as long as there have been
animals on this planet. For many decades people would die without a clear cause,
often the cause would be given a spectacular name: consumption (TB), Visitation of
God (No known reason), Purples (subcutaneous bleeding), Kings Evil (syphilis), or my
favorite...fell over dead.
 
With the constantly evolving field of medicine, scientists are able to give more exact
information when determining the pathophysiology of disease. Often the "new"
diseases we are hearing about have actually been around for many moons, but have
either been dormant for many years or it may have slightly changed in its genetic
make-up.
 
At this point in modern evolution a vast majority of the country has access to live TV,
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or a plethora of other media sources (I know some
people that are still using AOL!!!). News that used to only be passed by the Pony
Express via personal correspondence is now beamed worldwide in a matter of
seconds, and all too often dramatized to increase ratings.
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While making everyone aware of the risks involved in drinking water, eating food,
leaving your house, staying in, driving a car....., we can become almost numb to the
importance of the information being shared. As medical professionals we need to be
constantly aware of the environment in which we are working. If you have done even a
small number of transfers out of a hospital or nursing facility, you have most likely seen
at least a few patients with contact precautions. We all know that these organisms are
out there, so why do we neglect to protect ourselves from the obvious threats?
 
As we have all learned in our Haz-mat classes, and the blood-borne pathogen class,
there are numerous levels of protection when we deal with substances that may harm
us. Take the time now to become familiar with your isolation kits and get to know how it
feels to treat a patient while suited up. Utilize the N-95 masks that each agency has in
their vehicles and practice draping the back of your ambulance to protect it from being
contaminated. Also make it a practice to wipe down your rig and equipment, at least
once each shift, especially after transporting a patient believed to have a
communicable disease.
 
Visit www.CDC.gov for more information.
 
 
 
     
 

EMS Updates Summer 2014 Edition https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=11181293672...

15 of 16 8/20/2014 11:59 AM



  

EMMCO West, Inc.
814-337-5380 
www.emmco.org
mail@emmco.org
...the bottom line is patient care....

STAY CONNECTED

            

Forward this email

This email was sent to bill@emmco.org by bill@emmco.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

EMMCO West Inc. | Suite 101 | 16271 Conneaut Lake Road | Meadville | PA | 16335
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